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Epigenetic control shows a remarkable degree of conservation at the

molecular level between distantly related organisms.

 

The biological significance of epigenetic regulation has been clarified in a

few cases, one being the regulation of gene expression according to

parental origin, defined as parental genomic imprinting.

Imprinting has been identified in plants and mammals and has proven

to bear a major impact on sexual reproduction with potential

repercussion on crop yield and assisted reproduction techniques

used in veterinary and medical practices.
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